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Lesson 1

Opening Greeting of the Letter to Titus

Titus 1:1-4

background notes
1.

doctrinal / teaching points
1. Salvation is more than fire insurance.

2. Salvation was planned in eternity, but made known in time.

practical application
Aren’t you glad that God cannot lie?

questions
1. Under what conditions was the Book of Titus written?

2. What was the purpose of this letter?

3. Why was Paul a “sent one” for Jesus Christ?

4. What does it mean that salvation was planned in eternity?

5. What does it mean that salvation was “manifest in due time”?

6. Is there anything God cannot do?



answers
1. Titus was written in between Paul’s two Roman imprisonments. Titus had been left by Paul on the Isle of Crete to

help build up the churches there.

2. The purpose of this letter was to encourage Titus and to remind him of his responsibility to help establish the young
churches on the Island of Crete. According to Titus 1:5, he was to “set things in order that are lacking and appoint
elders.”

3. Paul said that he was a sent one for the purpose of a) bringing to faith those God had chosen for salvation and b)
perfecting that faith by teaching the truth that leads to godliness.

4. Eternal life was promised in the eternal counsels of God before time began.

5. Salvation was made known by the coming of Jesus Christ and the preaching of the gospel.

6. God cannot lie, nor can He do anything inconsistent with His moral character.

discuss / consider

1. What does it mean, “Salvation is more than fire insurance”?

2. Discuss, “Teaching is not just the accumulation of Bible knowledge. It should lead to godliness.”

challenge
Are you accumulating Bible knowledge? Is this knowledge leading to godliness in your life?

memorize
Acknowledge the truth which leads to godliness, in hope of eternal life, promised before time began and manifested in due time.”
— Titus 1:1-3



Lesson 2
Paul’s Direction to Titus to Appoint Elders in the Churches on Crete
and the Qualities that Should Characterize Elders

Titus 1:5-9

background notes
1.

doctrinal / teaching points
1. Elders are men who have family lives that are blameless.

2. Elders are men who live sensitive, sensible, and sacrificial life styles.

3. Elders are men who know sound doctrine.

practical application
Send me a few good men if you want to build a church.

questions
1. When did the gospel come to Crete?

2. What is meant by the terms “elder,” “overseer,” and “bishop”?

3. How are elders to be appointed today?

4. What kind of men are qualified to be appointed as elders?

5. Is it necessary that elders be gifted in the area of preaching?

6. What is unsound doctrine?



answers
1. Possibly when some Cretans were in Jerusalem during Pentecost and brought the gospel back to Crete, or during
Paul’s voyage to Rome when his ship stopped at Crete, or during Paul’s fourth missionary journey between his two
Roman imprisonments when he left Titus in Crete.

2. The terms are used for the same church position, but with different emphases. The term “elder” is used to emphasize
the spiritual maturity of those who hold this office. The term “overseer” emphasizes the spiritual responsibility of
those who hold this office. “Bishop” is the same word; he is a spiritual overseer.

3. There are no apostles or apostolic delegates today, so it is the function of the church to recognize and appoint elders.

4. Men who have family lives that are blameless; men who live sensitive, sensible and sacrificial life styles; and men
who know sound doctrine.

5. No, but they should be able to exhort people with sound doctrine and be able to convict or refute those who are
involved in unsound doctrine.

6. It is heretical doctrine or unbalanced doctrine (with an emphasis on demonology, for example, to the neglect of
other doctrine).

discuss / consider
1. Why is it important for a church to have a plurality of elders?

2. Discuss / consider the importance of the qualifications of elders. These are excellent standards for any believer to
aim for. If you are a man, are you becoming the type of man described here? If you are a woman, are you striving to
be a woman who would complement this type of man?

challenge
Make sure that your elders are living examples of the qualifications of godly elders, as listed in Titus 1:6-9.

memorize
A bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, nor greedy
Jfor money, but hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, holding fast the faithful word as he
has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.” — Titus 1:6-9



Lesson 3
Paul Describes the False Teachers on the Island of Crete,
and He Tells Titus That They Must Be Silenced

Titus 1:10-16

background notes
1.

doctrinal / teaching point
The church is not a democracy.

practical applications
1. Are you a Cretan Christian?

2. Make sure it says so in the Bible.

questions
1. Who were the false teachers spoken of in this section?

2. What did the false teachers say was necessary for salvation?

3. What did the Cretan prophet say about Cretans?

4. What was Titus supposed to do about these false teachers?

5. What are overseers supposed to do today about false teachers?

6. What is the hallmark of a cult?



answers
1. They were primarily Cretan Judaizers, the legalists of that day.

2. They said that you had to be circumcised and keep other Jewish rituals. They also put an emphasis on Jewish
fables and commandments of men.

3. “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” (Titus 1:12)
4. He was to silence and rebuke them.

5. They are to silence and rebuke them. They must guard the pulpit and assure sound teaching. The seriousness of
the situation determines the action, from further instruction to warning to excommunication.

6. Every religious cult has extra-biblical commands (commandments of men that are not in the Bible).
discuss / consider
1. The church is not a democracy. What does this mean?

2. “To the pure, all things are pure.” (Titus 1:15). Discuss this verse. Does it mean Christians can walk away
unscathed when they read or view immoral pictures? Christians are affected by external influences. Purity comes
from within, a change of heart through the work of God by conversion. How did the false teachers say one became
pure?

challenge

1. Make sure that you are not a Cretan Christian. (Titus 1:12)

2. Make sure that you are following God’s word and not commandments of man.
memorize
“Rebuke false teachers sharply, that they may be sound in the faith.” — Titus 1:13

“They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him.” — Titus 1:16



Lesson 4
Exhortations to Various Age Groups Within the Church
(Characteristics for Godly Living)

Titus 2:1-5

background notes
1.

doctrinal / teaching points
1. Older Christian men who are sound in doctrine will be respected for their disciplined and unselfish lifestyle.

2. Older Christian women who are sound in doctrine will teach by their reverent and loving lifestyle.

3. Younger women who are sound in doctrine will witness by their pure and caring lifestyle.

practical application
“I'm stuck at home with the kids” is not a biblical concept.

questions
1. Why is Titus a good book for any church to study?

2. Which three groups are spoken to in this section?

3. Explain the characteristics required of older Christian men: sober, reverent, temperate, and sound in patience.

4. Which two characteristics are especially important for women?

5. The characteristics of the younger women include showing love, being discreet, and being chaste. What do these
?
mean?

6. What should be the primary focus of younger women?



answers
1. Titus was to set in order things that were lacking in the church. These things are still important today. There must
be good spiritual leadership, the teaching of sound doctrine, and the refutation of unsound doctrine.

2. The older Christian men, the older Christian women, and the younger Christian women

3. Sober — rational in thought, word, and action; reverent - dignified, worthy of respect; temperate — sensible and self-
controlled; sound in patience — perseverant

4. They should not be malicious gossips or slanderers.

5. Love - tender affection; discreet - self-control; chaste - pure.

6. Her family and home.

discuss / consider

1. Exhortations for young men were noticeably missing from this lesson. Yet all men will one day be older men. A

young man who is not sober, reverent, and temperate in his youth, will not game these qualities instantly when he
becomes old. Discuss who the character you develop early in life affects your as you age.

2. The thought of a younger women being primarily focused on her husband and children is not a popular concept in
our society today. Should we then downplay this teaching in our churches? How has the Church let society affect its
teaching of the roles of men and women? Is your church different?

challenge
How do you measure up?

memorize

“Speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine... that the word of God may not be blasphemed.” — Titus 2:1, 5
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Lesson 5

Exhortations for Godly Living to the Young Men of the Church and to Christian Slaves

Titus 2:6-10

background notes
1.

doctrinal / teaching points
1. Younger men who are sound in doctrine will display integrity, dignity and good works in their lifestyle.

2. Employees who are sound in doctrine will make Christ attractive by their honest and trustworthy lifestyle.
practical applications
1. Let’s not provide ammunition to the enemy.

2. Let’s be attractive ornaments on the Christian tree.

questions
1. How do we know that some of the false teaching in Crete had to do with the family, the roles of men and women,
and the authority structures in the home and in the church?

2. Name the five different groups of Christians addressed in Titus 2:1-10. What was the teaching common to all?

3. What does sound doctrine lead to?

4. Why was Titus wise in having the older women teach the younger women, rather than doing it himself? How does

this apply today?

5. How are young men to use their zeal and energy?



answers
1. Because of the teaching of Titus in Chapter 2, which is aimed at these roles and authority structures.

2. Older men, older women, younger women, younger men and Christian slaves. They were all told to live lives in line
with sound doctrine (Titus 2:1).

3. It leads to the spiritual health of Christians.

4. Titus as young (probably single) Christian man. It is better to avoid temptation and the appearance of evil. If the
church would follow this biblical guideline today, there would be fewer cases of sexual sin within the church.

5. It should be channeled into good works, and Christian service, for the glory of God.
discuss / consider

1. How can the exhortation to Christian slaves be applied to Christians in today’s workplace?
2. How are we providing ammunition to the enemy? How can we avoid this?

challenge
How can you be an attractive ornament on the Christian tree? (Titus 2:10)

memorize
“...that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.” — Titus 2:8

“..adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things.” — Titus 2:10

11
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Lesson 6

Motivating Factors to Move the Believer toward More Godly Living and Christian

Conduct

Titus 2:11-15

background notes
1.

doctrinal / teaching points
1. The grace of God should motivate the believer to live a more godly life.

2. The second coming of Christ should motivate the believer to live a more godly life.

3. The sacrifice of Christ should motivate the believer to live a more godly life.

practical application
Be what you believe in the little things.

questions
1. Explain what it meant when Paul wrote to Titus, “Let no one despise you.”

2. Why were the exhortations for godly living aimed at Cretan Christians?

3. List the three motivating factors that should stimulate all believers to follow through on these exhortations.

4. What is the grace of God?

5. What was the sacrifice of Christ?



answers
1. Paul was telling Titus to deal with the situation, not to let the false teachers escape or disregard him.

2. Because the Cretans were known for their loose, ungodly, and rebellious lifestyle.

3. The grace of God, the second coming of Christ, and the sacrifice of Christ.

4. It is God’s unmerited favor toward us.

5. His giving Himself for us that He might redeem and purify us to make us His own special treasure.

discuss / consider

1. Re-read Titus 2:11. Does this mean that all men have heard and are to be saved?

2. What is the blessed hope and the glorious appearing? (Titus 2:13) What does it mean to you? What should this

mean to you?

challenge
How are you denying ungodliness in your life?

memorize

“The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ.” — Titus 2:11-13
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Lesson 7
An Exhortation to Christians to Obey Civil Authorities and to be Good Citizens

Titus 3:1-2

background notes
1.

doctrinal / teaching points
1. Godly believers are good citizens.

2. Godly believers are good neighbors.

practical application
Has anyone asked you lately, “Won’t you be my neighbor?”

questions
1. List the three possible themes of the Book of Titus.

2. What did Paul write in addition to his reminder to Titus to build up the churches and appoint elders?

3. List the four areas through which God channels His authority.

4. Are Christians always obligated to obey civil authorities?

5. How is civil authority appointed?

6. What does it mean to be ready for every good work?



answers
1. “Adorning the Doctrine;

» «

Making Christianity Attractive;” and “Be What You Believe.”

2. He told him to exhort the Cretan Christians to live more godly lives, particularly in view of the ungodly culture of
the Cretans.

3. the home, the church, in the area of labor, and through civil government.

4. Yes, with the exception when civil authorities issue a law which is directly contrary to the word of God.
5. By God. See Romans 13:1-2.

6. It means to be open to community and civil service.

discuss / consider

1. We often hear people bad-mouthing the authorities. As Christians, how should we deal with this?

2. How are you being a good neighbor?

challenge
Are you praying for those in authority over you? See 1 Timothy 2:1-3.

memorize
“Be subject to rulers and authorities, obey, be ready for every good work, speak evil of no one, be peaceable, gentle, and show all
humility to all men.” — Titus 3:1-2
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Lesson 8
Our Past Condition Apart from Christ, Our Present Position in Christ,
and Our Future Inheritance with Christ

Titus 3:3-7

background notes
1.

doctrinal / teaching points
1. God loves people, but He hates their sin.

2. God saves people, but He rejects their works.

practical application
1. Let’s love the sinner but hate the sin.

questions
1. In Titus 3:3, was Paul describing only the native Cretans?

2. Compared to God’s standard of righteousness, who else is described in Titus 3:3?

3. What is the significance of these two Greek words for love — agape and phileo?

4. Is anyone saved by good works?

5. What is meant by, “The package of our salvation is more than just the forgiveness of sins?”

6. Is the washing of regeneration the same as baptism?

7. When does the Holy Spirit begin His renewal work in our lives?



answers
1. No. He was also describing himself in his unsaved days.

2. All of us! See Romans 3.

3. Agape is the highest form of love, the kind of love God has shown us when He gave Himself for us, as in John 3:16.
Phileo means tender affection, as exists between members of a loving family. Phileo is the word used here in Titus 3:4,
in reference to God’s love toward man. God loves us with both kinds of love, as proved by the coming of Christ.

4. No. See Ephesians 2:8-9 and Titus 3:5. It’s by God’s mercy alone that we are saved, and by His grace that we are
justified or declared righteous (Titus 3:7).

5. When we are saved we also received the washing of regeneration (Titus 3:5), the renewing of the Holy Spirit (Titus
3:5), and the reality of our future inheritance (Titus 3:7).

6. No. Baptism does not give you new life. Washing here is a figurative expression to indicate cleansing from sin when
we believe God’s Word and receive Christ as Savior. As a result we are given new life. We are more than just cleansed
from sin — we are renewed by the Holy Spirit.

7. The moment we are regenerated. This is the work of God that we call sanctification, being made more Christ-like,
and this continues all our lives. See Philippians 1:6.

discuss / consider
1. We are joint-heirs with Christ. Discuss the meaning and implications of this statement.

2. Consider God’s love for sinners and His hatred of their sins. Discuss how this was shown by Christ’s dealing with
people and their sins.

challenge
This week, show your love for someone who is not yet saved.

memorize
“When the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done,
bur according to His mercy He saved us.” — Titus 3:4-5
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Lesson 9
We Are Warned About the Dangers of Foolish Arguments and Factious People Within
the Church

Titus 3:8-11

background notes
1.

doctrinal / teaching points
1. Avoid trivial discussions which are unprofitable.

2. Warn divisive people who promote friction.

practical applications
1. Let’s not major on the minors.

2. Do you have a good work schedule?

questions
1. Paul wrote four “prison epistles” — Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon. Titus, however, is called one of
his epistles.

2. In this epistle, where is the great summary of the gospel?

3. Why did Paul tell Titus to avoid trivial discussions?

4. Who else condemned this practice?

5. What are the elders to do with divisive people in the church?

6. When leaders have been lax in dealing with this problem, what are some of the results?



answers
1. Titus is one of Paul’s “pastoral epistles.”
p

2. In Titus 3:5-7.
3. Because they are irrelevant, trivial, and unprofitable.
4. The Lord Jesus, in Matthew 15 and Mark 7.

5. The elders are to give them two warnings: that they are sinning by their conduct and are warped in their character.
These warnings are to be given with as much love as possible, but with severity. If they will not respond, they are to be
rejected.

6. Churches have split or closed their doors.
discuss / consider

1. Have you ever been involved in discussions in a church setting that you consider unprofitable? If so, what did you or
what could you have done about the situation?

2. Discuss the value of a good work schedule.

challenge
Do you have a good work schedule?

memorize

“Those who believe in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable.” — Titus 3:8

Avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless.” — Titus 3:9
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Lesson 10
Paul’s Closing Remarks and Benediction

Titus 3:12-15

background notes
1.

doctrinal / teaching points
1. The good life of a Christian servant is busy and exciting.

2. The good works of the Christian servant are learned and frequent.
practical applications
1. Use your talents and training for the Lord.

2. Don’t leave your ministry stranded.

questions
1. Where else in Scripture is Apollos mentioned?

2. What were some of the things with which Titus was occupied?

3. “The good works of the Christian servant are learned.” What does this mean? What are the implications?

4. “The good works of the Christian servant are frequent.” What does this mean? What are the implications?

5. How did Titus provide for his ministry in his absence? What does this say to us?



answers
1. In Acts 18 and 1 Corinthians 1.

2. He was busy establishing the churches on the Island of Crete, appointing elders, setting things in order, exhorting
the believers toward sound doctrine and godly lives, and dealing with teachers teaching false doctrine. Now he was
asked to help the ones who would be replacing him when he traveled to visit Paul in Nicopolis.

3. The Christian is exhorted to learn to do good works. This is learned behavior because we are naturally selfish.
We learn by doing through instruction and practice. Older Christians have a responsibility to be models and teach
younger Christians how to do good works.

4. There are always pressing needs. Good works are not only learned, but they are frequent to meet urgent needs.
These are the daily and unexpected needs, calling on the Christian servant to become involved on the spur of the
moment. These needs can be disruptive to our schedules, but a biblical response is pleasing to the Lord, for it is good
and profitable (Titus 3:8). A word of caution here — pray about meeting these needs. Be sure it’s your job, and if it s,
then move on it.

5. Paul did not leave Titus’ ministry on Crete stranded. When Paul asked him to come to Nicopolis, he sent Artemas
and Tychicus to cover for him. When we leave a ministry, we should make sure that it is covered.

discuss / consider

1. Tychicus was a Christian mailman. Was this an insignificant or important job? What does it say to us today?

2. Apollos was a more eloquent preacher than Paul, but Paul shows no jealousy. What does this say to us?

challenge

1. Contrast the two views of “the good life” — the Christian view and the world’s view. Are you viewing from the
Christian view?

2. How are you using your talents and training for the Lord?

memorize
“Let us learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent needs that we may not be unfruitful.” — Titus 3:14
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