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Lesson 1 

The Testing of a Believer’s Faith 
James 1:1­12 

background notes 
1. 

2. 

3. 

doctrinal / teaching points 
1. The testing of our faith results in maturity. 

2. The testing of our faith results in reward. 

practical application 
We can be wise if we wish. 

questions 
1. Who is the author of the book of James? What else do we know about him? 

2. Did James always believe in Jesus as the Christ? 

3. How does James refer to himself? 

4. How is the deity of Christ implied in James 1:1? 

5. To whom was the epistle of James written? 

6. Is the content of this epistle limited to its specific audience?



answers 
1. James, the half brother of Jesus. He was a leader in the church of Jerusalem, and who presided over the first 
church council held in Jerusalem 

2. No. See John 7:5. But there came a change of heart and James became a believer. 

3. He humbly refers to himself as a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4. The Lord Jesus is put on the same level as God Himself, because Jesus is God. 

5. “To the twelve tribes scattered abroad.” These would be Jewish believers who were dispersed throughout the 
Roman Empire. 

6. No. The content of this epistle can be applied to all believers throughout time. 

discuss / consider 
1. Refer to James 1:3-4. “The testing of your faith results in maturity.” The idea in the phrase, “perfect and complete,” is 
maturity. If you want to be a mature Christian, then thank the Lord for trials and tribulations which test your 
faith. It is impossible to be a mature believer apart from trials. You can be joyful in trials because you know 
that God is in control, and that whatever trial you face, it is not by chance. God uses each trial to test your faith 
so that your faith will become stronger and you will mature as a believer. Sometimes it may seem to stretch you 
beyond what you can take, but God will never allow you to be tested beyond what you are able to bear. See 1 
Corinthians 10:13. How are you responding to your trials? 

2. Refer to James 1:12. The crown of life, the blessing is pronounced upon the one who endures in his faith, 
not the one who runs away from the trial. So when the trials of faith come your way, don’t play games and 
pretend that they don’t exist. Rather, endure, persevere, and learn the lessons that God has for you. As you 
persevere in the testing of your faith, your relationship and appreciation of the Lord’s love and grace is 
deepened and enlarged in a way that is impossible apart from trial. It is now that you have the privilege of 
enlarging your cup and thus receiving the crown of life. How much do you love the Lord? Enough to endure 
the testing of your faith? 

challenge 
Refer to James 1:5. Do you ask God to help you to understand the trials that test your faith? God guarantees an 
answer if you ask. He will give you insight, wisdom, and understanding as to why He is allowing a certain trial 
in your life, but you need to ask. You also need to come with the right attitude, not doubting His love, care, 
and goodness. How wise are you? 

memorize 
“Count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its 
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” James 1:2-4 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God…and it will be given to him. But ask in faith, with no doubting. James 1:5-6



Lesson 2 

Unholy Temptations that Result in Sin 
and the Word of God that Overcomes Sin 

James 1:13­27 

background notes 
1. 

2. 

3. 

doctrinal / teaching points 
1. God does not tempt anyone to sin. 

2. God uses His word to overcome sin. 

practical application 
Will you pass the OWS religion test this coming week? 

questions 
1. Why is it confusing to look at the word for holy “trials” and unholy “temptations”? 

2. How can you sort out the confusion? 

3. What is the context of James 1:2 and of James 1:13? 

4. In which case is 1 Corinthians applicable? Explain. 

5. Is the way of escape necessarily a relief from that situation?



answers 
1. Because the same Greek word is used for both (holy) trials and (unholy) temptations. 

2. By looking at the context. 

3. James 1:2 has to do with holy trials of our faith; 1:13 has to do with unholy temptations to sin. 

4. 1 Corinthians 10:13 is applicable to both James 1:2 and James 1:13. God will not allow you to face a test of 
your faith that you can’t endure, or a temptation to sin that you can’t resist. 

5. No, but the power and strength in Christ is sufficient to endure the test or resist the temptation. 

discuss / consider 
1. Refer to James 1:13. God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. We cannot blame 
God, nor can we blame even the devil when we sin. The problem is not the object of the temptation, but it is 
because of our sinful natures, and when we yield to the temptation, either in thought or action, it is sin. Death 
means separation, and unconfessed sin results in separation in fellowship with the Lord for the believer and 
eternal separation from God for the unbeliever. How are you doing with temptations? 

2. Re-read James 1:18-25. God’s primary method for helping us to overcome temptations to sin is His Word. 
We are the fruitfruits of God and are to be dedicated to God, just as the firstfruits of the harvest were always 
dedicated to God in the Old Testament. When we are dedicated to the Lord we will produce the righteousness 
of God in our lives. Hear and receive the word by reading, meditating and acting on the truths of Scripture. 
This is the means of overcoming sin and finding victory and blessing in your life. How are you doing in 
receiving and living out the word of God? 

challenge 
Will you pass the OWS religion test this coming week? Try it! 

memorize 
“Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God;’ for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt 
anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.” James 1:13-14 

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights.” James 1:17 

“Be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.” James 1:19 

“But be doers of the word and not hearers only.” James 1:22



Lesson 3 

An Exhortation not to Show Personal Favoritism 
with Regards to People of Wealth or Position 

James 2:1­13 

background notes 
1. 

2. 

3. 

doctrinal / teaching points 
1. Showing favoritism reverses God’s normal way. 

2. Showing favoritism breaks God’s moral law. 

practical application 
Let mercy triumph over judgment. 

questions 
1. Is favoritism an easy sin to commit? 

2. What is the theme of the epistle of James? 

3. What was the subject of Chapter 1? 

4. How big or how small are our tests of faith? 

5. What is the teaching of James 2?



answers 
1. Yes. 

2. “Practical Christian Living.” 

3. The proper Christian response when we face tests of our faith and when we face temptations to sin. 

4. Tests range from small to large. Recall both from your own life and how you dealt with them. 

5. It is in another area of Christian living – not showing favoritism because of someone’s wealth or position. 

discuss / consider 
1. Showing favoritism because of a person’s wealth or status or position is wrong in God’s eyes. Review the 
examples in James 2:2-4 of two people coming into a church setting. How would you respond to two such 
people coming into your church? To which one would you gravitate during fellowship time? Which one would 
you invite home for dinner? Actually, which one would you invite to church? Remember, God has chosen the 
poor of this world to be rich in faith. 

2. If you show favoritism, you are not fulfilling God’s royal law. God’s law is a unity, and when you show 
favoritism you are breaking a part (and therefore all) of this law. Believers will lose out on reward if they 
practice partiality and show favoritism. Who is your neighbor? With whom are you cultivating friendships? 
With those who can give gifts to you, or with those who cannot give you anything in return? 

challenge 
Refer to James 2:12-13. See also Romans 14:10 and 2 Corinthians 5:10. All of these verses have to do with the 
Judgment Seat of Christ, the place reserved for believers where lives will be reviewed as to their faithfulness 
and service to the Lord. When you show mercy to the poor and needy and handicapped and hurting people 
around you, it will go a long way in your favor when the Lord reviews your life before the Judgment Seat of 
Christ. Will you receive rewards from him for refusing to show favoritism now? 

memorize 
“Listen, my beloved brethren: has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He 
promised to those who love Him?” James 2:5 

“If you show partiality, you commit sin…for whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.” 
James 2:9-10 

“Mercy triumphs over judgment.” James 2:13



Lesson 4 

Faith without Works is Dead 
James 2:14­26 

background notes 
1. 

2. 

3. 

doctrinal / teaching points 
1. Faith without works is dead. 

2. Abraham and Rahab did works of faith. 

practical application 
Do you believe more than the demons? 

questions 
1. Down through the centuries of church history, Christians have discussed and debated the meaning of this 
passage of Scripture. Why? 

2. Which of the reformers referred to James as the epistle of straw? Why did he refer to James this way? 

3. Refer to Romans 4:5; Romans 5:1; Ephesians 2:8-9; and Titus 3:5. What are these passages setting forth? 

4. Can James’ statement that “faith without works is dead” be harmonized with the other clear statements that 
we are saved by faith alone?



answers 
1. These verses seem to be saying that salvation is not by faith alone, but there must also be good works, for 
faith without works is dead. 

2. Martin Luther. To Luther, it seemed that James was contradicting the apostle Paul, who clearly wrote that 
salvation is by faith alone. 

3. That salvation is by faith alone. 

4. Yes, they must be harmonized because the Bible does not contradict itself. The Bible is God’s Word, and 
God does not contradict Himself. 

discuss / consider 
1. Refer to James 2:17, 26. In these verses, James is clearly teaching that faith without works is dead, but he has 
in mind the good works of helping people who are in need. James is speaking not about salvation, but he is 
describing a faith that works, showing evidence of faith. Good works are not the root of salvation, but the fruit 
of salvation. How does your life show evidence of your salvation? 

2. Review James 2:21-26 and Genesis 15:6. “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted unto him for righteousness.” 
Paul quotes this verse in Romans 4:3 to show that Abraham was saved by faith and not by works. James is not 
contradicting Paul in James 2:21. The key is in James 2:23. Review the history, noting that God had declared 
Abraham righteous based on his faith in Genesis 15, thirty years before the offering of Isaac on Mount Moriah 
(Genesis 22), but the offering of Isaac proved that Abraham had saving faith. His works proved that Abraham 
had the right kind of faith. How would God refer to your faith? 

challenge 
“You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe – and tremble.” James 2:19. James’ point here is 
that saving faith is more than head knowledge. Do you have saving faith, or only head knowledge? Be sure that 
you have more than mental assent to Biblical truths. Saving faith needs evidence and is proved by good works. 
Do you believe more than the demons? 

memorize 
“What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?” James 2:14 

‘You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe – and tremble!” James 2:19 

“Abraham was justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar…do you see that faith was working together with his 
works, and by works faith was made perfect?” James 2:21-22 

“The Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him for righteousness.’ And he was called 
the friend of God.” James 2:23 (Romans 4:3)



Lesson 5 

The Tongue 
James 3:1­12 

background notes 
1. 

2. 

3. 

doctrinal / teaching points 
1. The tongue is a small part, but it has a big effect. 

2. The tongue is a restless evil, but it can be controlled. 

practical application 
It’s easier not to say it than to try and take it back. 

questions 
1. If our tongues are not kept under control, our whole persons are out of control. True or False? 

2. What is the theme of the epistle of James? 

3. Name the areas of instruction, in Chapter 1, 2 and 3. 

4. Refer to James 1:19, James 1:26, James 2:12, James 3, James 4:11, and James 5:12. What is the theme? 

5. Why do teachers of the Bible receive a stricter judgment? 

6. How can the tongue be controlled?



answers 
1. True 

2. “Practical Christian living.” James provides practical and ethical instruction for many areas of life. 

3. Chapter 1 – instruction regarding the testing of our faith and in reference to our temptations to sin 
Chapter 2 - instruction in the sin of showing favoritism to those with social status 
Chapter 3 – instruction in the use of our tongues. 

4. Controlling the tongue. 

5. If teachers do not know the word, they will sin with their tongue and stumble. Teaching the Bible is a serious 
responsibility, and will be judged by the Lord Himself. 

6. By doing what it takes to grow in Christ – Bible study, prayer, Christian fellowship. If you are involved in 
these activities, your life in Christ will thrive and your tongue will be governed by your new nature. 

discuss / consider 
1. Review James 3:3-6. List the three different illustrations given here that emphasize how something small, like 
the tongue, can result in great effect. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, 
and out of control it is destructive and devastating and deceptive. Recall how you used your tongue during this 
past week. 

2. Good news! The tongue can be controlled. The very fact that with the tongue we can both bless God and 
curse men (James 3:9-10), is a hint that the tongue can be controlled. The believer has two natures, the fallen 
sin nature that we are born with, and the new nature because we’ve been born again and have new life in 
Christ. Because of our new nature, our tongues can be controlled and used to praise God and edify one 
another. 

challenge 
Did you ever try to take something back that you said when you were angry or only thinking of yourself? It’s 
not easy to do. It is easier not to say it than to try and take it back. Our Lord said in Matthew 12:36 that for 
every idle word that men may speak they will give account of it in the Day of Judgment. How often do you 
wish that you had not spoken in anger or haste? Pray as David prayed in Psalm 141:3. 

memorize 
“My brethren, let no many of you become teachers, know that we shall receive a stricter judgment.” James 3:1 

“Look at the bits in the horses’ mouths; look at the ships and their rudders; look at the tongue…” James 3:3-6 

“With the tongue we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men… out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. 
My brethren, these things out not to be so.” James 3:9-10



Lesson 6 

Two Different Kinds of Wisdom 
Compared and Contrasted 

James 3:13­18 

background notes 
1. 

2. 

3. 

doctrinal / teaching points 
1. The wisdom from below is earthly, natural and demonic. 

2. The wisdom from above is first of all pure. 

practical application 
Remember, there are two wisdoms when you make decisions. 

questions 
1. Name the two different wisdoms discussed in this portion of Scripture. 

2. What is the difference between knowledge and wisdom? 

3. Which book in the Old Testament is called “wisdom literature?” Which book in the New Testament is called 
“wisdom literature? 

4. Why are these books called “wisdom literature?” 

5. What is the reference for, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, Who gives liberally and without 
reproach, and it will be given to him”? 

6. How can we know for sure which wisdom we are following?



answers 
1. The wisdom from below and the wisdom from above. 

2. Knowledge is the apprehension of truth in one’s mind; wisdom is the application of truth to one’s life. 

3. Old Testament – Proverbs; New Testament – James. 
4. Because they give us guidance for the application of truth to our everyday lives. 

5. James 1:5 

6. The answer is to look at the results as seen in James 3:13-14, observed in our conduct. 

discuss / consider 
1. Refer to James 3:15. The wisdom from below is earthly, natural and demonic, resulting in pride, envy, self- 
seeking and evil. See 1 Corinthians 1:21. Wisdom from below does not take God into account. Wisdom from 
below is sensual or natural; it is the wisdom of the flesh, the fallen and sinful nature that we all possess. 
Ultimately, Satan is the source of wisdom from below, designed to appeal to our fallen natures. When you are 
faced with decisions, check your source of wisdom. Are you taking God into account, or are you listening to 
Satan? 

2. Refer to James 3:17. Read this verse carefully, pausing after each description of the wisdom from above. Do 
you want peace in your life? How are you pursuing it in your family and in your fellowship? Are you willing to 
give up your rights for the sake of others? When someone wrongs you, do you seek revenge? If you are 
following the wisdom from above, your life and the fruit of your life will be characterized by righteousness and 
peace (James 3:18). Are you following the wisdom from above? Have you first of all asked for God’s wisdom? 
See James 1:5. 

challenge 
Remember the Gibeonites of Joshua 9, whose craftiness seemed so right. Satan, the master of deception, will 
try to trick you into following his wisdom. Remember, also, Joshua’s mistake – he did not ask counsel of the 
Lord (Joshua 3:14). When you make decisions, as you do daily, make sure you ask counsel from the Lord and 
pray for God’s guidance. 

memorize 
“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.” 
James 3:13 

“The wisdom from below is earthly, sensual and demonic.” James 3:15 

“The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and 
without hypocrisy.” James 3:17



Lesson 7 

An Exhortation to the Early Christians to Stop 
the Infighting and Strife that Was Going on Among Them 

James 4:1­10 

background notes 
1. 

2. 

3. 

doctrinal / teaching points 
1. The source of strife is ungodly lust. 

2. The solution to strife is humble submission. 

practical application 
Remember the way up is the way down. 

questions 
1. Is infighting and strife limited to non-believers? 

2. Is infighting and strife among Christians characteristic only of the early church? 

3. To whom was the epistle of James addressed? 

4. What term is used fifteen times in this epistle that shows its audience? 

5. Refer to James 4:4. What is meant by “adultery?” 

6. What is lust?



answers 
1. No, unfortunately, it applies to believers, too. 

2. No, unfortunately, it applies to today as well. 

3. To the Jewish believers who were dispersed throughout the Roman Empire. However, the exhortations are 
applicable to us today. 

4. The term, “brethren.” 

5. The term, “adultery” can be taken both in the literal sense and in the spiritual sense. In the latter, friendship 
with the world means to commit spiritual adultery, taking priority over full commitment to the Lord. Just as 
God’s people in the Old Testament turned away from the Lord and turned to the foreign gods, so God’s 
people today commit spiritual adultery. 

6. Lust is strong selfish desire. 

discuss / consider 
1. Re-read James 4:1-2. The ultimate source of strife is lust, a strong selfish desire. It is understandable why 
unbelievers would lust for the pleasures and possessions and power and prestige of this world, but this should 
not be so for the Christian. Pray that God will keep you from selfish desires of this world. Where is your 
treasure? There your heart will be also. See Matthew 6:21. 

2. The source of strife is in our ungodly lusts, but praise God that we are not left to overcome these ungodly 
lusts in our own strength. No matter what the problem or need that is causing strife, remember that God’s 
grace is sufficient to overcome. See James 4:6 and Hebrews 4:16. Our part is to humble ourselves in the sight 
of the Lord, to submit to God. This means a time of real soul searching, a time of confession and consecration. 
Have you come to that place yet? Have you ever cried before the Lord about your lack of commitment and the 
strife and problems you cause? Prayerfully re-read James 4:1-10. 

challenge 
Remember the way up is the way down. When you humble yourself before the Lord, God says that He will 
exalt you. Do you believe it? See James 4:10, Proverbs 16:18 and 1 Peter 5:6. Have you humbled yourself 
before the Lord? 

memorize 
“You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.” James 4:3 

“Friendship with the world is enmity with God.” James 4:4 

“God gives more grace. Therefore He says: ‘God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” James 4:6 

“Submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Humble yourselves 
in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.” James 4:7-10



Lesson 8 

Two Further Common Sins that Plague Us: 
Finding Fault with Fellow Believers and 

Planning Ahead without Taking the Lord into Account 
James 4:11­17 

background notes 
1. 

2. 

3. 

doctrinal / teaching points 
1. It is a sin to speak evil of a fellow believer. 

2. It is a sin to plan ahead without the Lord. 

practical application 
Remember, there are also sins of omission. 

questions 
1. What is the theme of the epistle of James? 

2. James points out the particular area of struggle, the particular problem, and then what does he do? 

3. What is our responsibility in dealing with life’s problems? 

4. How many commands are listed in the five chapters of James? 

5. How are we able to follow these commands? 

6. What is meant by “DV?”



answers 
1. “Practical Christian Living.” 

2. He doesn’t leave us stranded because he gives us the solution to the problem. 

3. We are given commands to do something, then we are to follow them. 

4. There are fifty-four commands. These commands are the solutions to the problems. 

5. By asking God for help 

6. DV is short for two Latin words – Deo Volente, which means “God willing.” 

discuss / consider 
1. Do not speak evil of one another, brethren.” James 4:11 Speaking evil of a fellow believer means to find fault with 
him/her and publicize it. This is a sin and it leads to contempt. When we find fault with fellow believers, we 
not only judge them, but we judge God’s law of love. Essentially, we are disagreeing with God and thus we are 
finding fault with God. Are you a fault-finder? How dare we judge one another? How dare we disagree with 
God? 
2. “You do not know what will happen tomorrow…You ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills…’” James 4:14-15 Planning ahead 
without consulting the Lord not only lacks common sense, but it is a sin. It is a form of arrogance and boasting 
and evil (James 4:16). It is not wrong to plan ahead. In fact, goal-setting and counting the cost are biblical 
principles. It becomes a sin when the Lord is not consulted. To make plans apart from the Lord is to presume 
upon God and assume that we know the future. 

challenge 
“To him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.” James 4:17 There are sins of commission, but there 
are also sins of omission. Sins of omission take place when we don’t do what we know we should do. Review 
your life this past week and consider your sins of omission. For example, did you see someone in need that you 
could have helped? Determine to be more aware of others’ needs this coming week. 

memorize 
“Do not speak evil of one another, brethren.” James 4:11 

“You ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills.” James 4:15 

“To him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.” James 4:17



Lesson 9 

The Rich Denounced for Their Wrong­Doing on the One Hand 
and the Oppressed Encouraged for Their Patience on the Other Hand 

James 5:1­12 

background notes 
1. 

2. 

3. 

doctrinal / teaching points 
1. The sins of the rich will be judged. 

2. The patience of the oppressed will be rewarded. 

practical application 
Let your “Yes” be “Yes.” 

questions 
1. Review the practical exhortations found in each of the five chapters of James. 

2. From this section of Scripture, list the four sins by which the rich will be judged.



answers 
1. 

a. Chapter 1 – practical exhortations concerning the tests of our faith and our temptations to sin 
b. Chapter 2 – practical exhortations on not showing favoritism to those having social status 
c. Chapter 3 – practical exhortations on concerning the proper use of our tongues 
d. Chapter 4 – practical exhortations concerning strife and making plans without taking God into 
account 
e. Chapter 5 – practical exhortations to the rich and to the oppressed 

2. 
a. hoarding 
b. acquiring wealth by dishonest means 
c. luxurious living 
d. condemning the just. 

discuss / consider 
1. Review James 5:1-6, where the four sins of the rich are denounced. The rich in this section refers to both 
Christians and non-Christians. Although the epistle was written to the twelve tribes scattered throughout the 
Roman Empire, the contents would become known to non-believers of the first century as well. It is sad to 
note that the sins of the rich are practiced by many rich Christians, both then and today. It is not wrong to be 
rich if God so chooses for you, but beware that rich Christians are vulnerable to committing the sins listed by 
James. Consider these sins and ask yourself: 

“Am I a hoarding Christian or am I a sharing Christian?” 
“If you are rich, how did you acquire your wealth – by honest or dishonest means?” 
“Am I living a self-indulgent lifestyle when others around me are in need?” 
“Have I taken advantage of poor people?” 

2. James 5:7-11 is addressed to believers who are being oppressed. Are you feeling oppressed either by people 
or by circumstances? If so, wait patiently enduring the oppression that you may receive your reward. 
Remember Job and the Lord’s compassion and mercy (Job 42). Be patient and be encouraged – life is short, the 
Lord is at hand, the judge is standing at the door. The Lord’s return is imminent, perhaps even today. 

challenge 
“Let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes.’” James 5:12 There is a tendency to grumble when you are under oppression, either from 
people or circumstances. Have you been a grumbler? The Bible says that it is wrong and that you will be 
judged. The Lord warned us of this sin in Matthew 5:37. With the Lord’s help, we should stay cool and calm 
and collected, and we should always be very honest. How are you doing? 

memorize 
“Be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord…establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.” James 5:7-8 

“Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold the Judge is standing at the door!” James 5:9 

“Let your “Yes” be “Yes,” and your “No,” “No,” lest you fall into judgment.” James 5:12



Lesson 10 

Some Encouraging Words about Prayer – 
God Does Answer Prayer 

(Even in reference to healing) 
James 5:13­20 

background notes 
1. 

2. 

3. 

doctrinal / teaching points 
1. Prayers for the sick are answered. 

2. Prayers of the righteous are effective. 

practical application 
Let’s save souls and cover sins. 

questions 
1. The theme of this portion of Scripture is both encouraging and controversial. Explain. 

2. What does this passage teach in general about sickness and healing? 

3. Is sickness the direct result of some specific sin in a believer’s life? 

4. What is disciplinary sickness? 

5. Whenever you see a Christian who is sick, is it disciplinary sickness? 

6. Does God heal people today? 

7. What should we consider when we think about healers?



answers 
1. We believe that God is able to heal the sick, but we would ask, “Is this promise for healing good for today, 
or was it only good for the early church when the sign gifts were still in operation? Is the promise of healing 
good for every illness or only for sickness associated with God’s discipline of the believer? 

2. Sickness is the result of sin in a general way. If sin had never entered the world there would be no sickness. 
Sickness and death are the result of sin. 

3. Yes, there are some cases where sickness is the direct result of some specific sin in the believer’s life. 
See 1 Corinthians 11:27-30. This is called disciplinary sickness. 

4. Disciplinary sickness is when a Christian sins and the Lord disciplines him in reference to that specific sin. 

5. No. There are many biblical examples where individuals are sick and it has nothing to do with a specific sin 
in their lives. See, for example, John 9:1-3. 

6. Yes. Usually the means that God uses today is natural. Medical doctors can prescribe medicines and remove 
obstacles to that the human body which God has marvelously designed can do its natural work of healing. But 
God can heal supernatural as well, both then and today. 

7. Consider the source and power of their healing. Is it of Satan or is it of God? Beware of occult and pagan 
healers. 

discuss / consider 
1. Re-read James 5:15. Consider, “Does this verse mean that if you pray for healing and the sick person is not 
healed, then you and the sick person didn’t have enough faith?” There are numerous biblical examples where 
people prayed with great faith and were not healed. It is not God’s will to heal in every case. Actually, this verse 
refers to disciplinary sickness. That is, sickness because of a specific sin. In context, note James 5:16. Consider 
disciplinary sickness as a “Time-out” from God, so that the believer will look up and repent of his sin. Do you 
believe that you have ever been under God’s hand of discipline in this way? 

2. “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” James 5:16 Elijah’s prayers were based on the revealed 
word of God and he prayed in faith. Do you want to see your prayers answered? Then base your prayers on the 
revealed Word of God and pray in faith. Challenge: pray this week for a specific opportunity to share the 
gospel with a specific individual that you know. Then watch God work! He loves to answer those kinds of 
prayers! 

challenge 
Re-read James 5:19-20. The saving of souls here and the covering of sins does not refer to eternal salvation in 
this passage, but the context is the disciplining of the wayward believer. Do you pray earnestly for fellow 
believers who have wandered from the truth? Do you reach out to them and love them back into the 
fellowship? Pray specifically for a prodigal fellow believer, then reach out to him/her in love. 

memorize 
“Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms.” James 5:13 

“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord.” James 5:14 

“The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” James 5:16 

“Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner 
from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.” James 5:19-20


