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lesson 1 

The Restored Nation of Judah is Exhorted to Set Their Priorities In Order
and Complete Rebuilding the Temple 

Haggai 1:1-8 

background notes

1.

2.

3.

doctrinal / teaching points

1. A believer’s fi rst priority should not be dwelling in paneled houses. 

2. A believer’s fi rst priority should be doing the work of the Lord. 

practical application

1. Don’t put your money into a bag with holes. 

questions

1. Haggai was a minor prophet. Does this mean he was less spiritual or less inspired than the major prophets? 

2. Haggai is a post-exhilic prophet. What does this mean? 

3. Who destroyed the magnifi cent temple of Solomon and took the Jews captive to Babylon? 

4. How does Cyrus, the Persian Emperor, fi t into this picture? 

5. What good thing did the people do when they returned to their homeland? 

6. Why and for how long was the rebuilding of the temple delayed? 

7. Why did Haggai preach his series of fi ery sermons? 

8. What other prophet did the Lord raise up at this time? 



answers
1. Not at all. It means simply that he wrote a short book. 

2. It means that he prophesied after the seventy-year captivity (exile) of the Jews in Babylon. 

3. In 586 B.C., King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians conquered the kindom of Judah. They destroyed Solomon’s temple 
and took the Jews captive to Babylon. 

4. In 539 B.C., Babylon fell to the Persians. In 538 B.C., Cyrus issued a decreed allowing the Jews to return to their homeland 
and even to rebuild their temple. About 50,000 Jews returned under Zerubbabel’s leadership. 

5. They rebuilt the altar for sacrifi ce and laid the foundation for the temple. 

6. Opposition and threats from the surrounding Persian provinces caused fear and discouragement. The work was delayed for 
about fi fteen years. Meanwhile, the people lost interest in rebuilding the temple and become more interested in rebuilding and 
beautifying their own houses. 

7. To motivate the Jews to re-order their priorites and fi nish the temple. 

8. Zechariah 

discuss / consider
1. Read Haggai 1:3-4. The point of the question Haggai posed to the people was not the matter of paneling, but a matter of 
priorities. The Lord would say the same to us today. Are you more concerned with beautifying your house than seeing the work 
of the Lord move ahead? What are your priorities? Where is your heart? “...for where your treasure it, there your heart will be also.” 
(Matthew 6:19-21) 

2. Read Haggai 1:7-8. The Lord does not say that believers should not have nice houses, but that their priorites need to be in 
order. When beautiful houses and materialism take precedence over the work of the Lord, a believer needs to take a hard look at 
his priorities. How involved are you in serving the Lord? 

challenge
1. Do you ever feel like you are putting your money into a bag with holes? Look at the big picture to determine your priorities. 
See 1 John 2:17. Is the Lord pleased with your priorities? 

memorize
“ Is it time for you to dwell in your paneled houses, and the Lord’s temple to lie in ruins? ” - Haggai 1:4 

“ Consider your ways! ” - Haggai 1:5,7 

“ You sow much, and bring in little... he who earns wages, earns wages to put into a bag with holes. ” - Haggai 1:6 

“ ‘...build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorifi ed,’ says the Lord. ” - Haggai 1:8 



lesson 2 

The Good Results of Haggai’s First Sermon to the People of Judah 
Haggai 1:9-15 

background notes

1.

2.

3.

doctrinal / teaching points

1. Wrong priorities result in loss of blessing. 

2. Right priorities result in lots of blessing. 

practical application

1. Will this minor prophet affect your major priorities? 

questions

1. When did Haggai give his challenging sermons? 

2. What changed the hearts of the returned exiles and delayed the rebuilding of the temple? 

3. What did it take to get the people to start rebuilding the Lord’s house? 

4. How long was the period of time betweeen Haggai’s fi rst sermon and the rebuilding of the temple? 

5. How long did it take from the start of the rebuilding until the temple was completed? 

6. This temple was the second Jewish temple. Which king expanded and beautifi ed it? 

7. Who destroyed this temple? When? 



answers

1. In 520 B.C. 

2. They became discouraged because of opposition and threats of those around them. They became lethargic in the work of the 
Lord, and focused on their own homes instead of the Lord’s house. 

3. The motivating minnistry of Haggai and Zechariah. See Ezra 5:1-2.house? 

4. Twenty-three days. 

5. Four years. See Ezra 6:14-16. 

6. Herod the Great expanded and beautifi ed the temple around the time of Christ. 

7. In 70 A.D., the Romans destroyed the temple in Jerusalem. Read the prediction by the Lord Jesus to His disciples concerning 
this destruction in Matthew 24:1-2. 

discuss / consider

1. Review Haggai 1:9-11, Leviticus 26:19-20, and Deuteronomy 28:38-40. Why was the Lord withholding His blessings from 
His people? In the Old Testament, God gave material blessings to those who put Him fi rst. In New Testament times and today 
God promises spiritual blessings to those who put Him fi rst. Do you want the Lord’s blessing on your life? Do you want the fruit 
of the Spirit to be seen in you? How can you fully enjoy the spiritual blessings that are yours in Christ? By putting the Lord fi rst 
in all your decisions and actions. 

2. Review Haggai 1:12-14. The people listened to Haggai’s sermon, then they acted on it. They had a complete change of heart, 
reversing their priorities from self-centeredness to God-centeredness. One of the greatest blessings from the Lord is His presence, 
both then and now. See Haggai 1:13 and Hebrews 13:5. Do you know the intimate presence of the Lord in your life in day to 
day living? 

challenge

1. Will this minor prophet affect your major priorities? Are your priorities in line with the word of God? When you meet Haggai 
in heaven, how would you answer his question, “How did my book affect you?” 

memorize

“ You looked for much, but it came too little...I blew it away...because of My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to his 
own house. ” - Haggai 1:9 

“ Zerubbabel and Joshua, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, and the words of Haggai...and the 
people feared the presence of the Lord. ” - Haggai 1:12 

“ ‘I am with you.’ says the Lord. ” - Haggai 1:13 

“ The Lord stirred up the spirit of all the people; and they came and worked on the house of the Lord. ” - Haggai 1:14 



lesson 3 

Haggai’s Second Sermon to the People of Judah, Who are Rebuilding the 
Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem 

Haggai 2:1-9 

background notes

1.

2.

3.

doctrinal / teaching points

1. The presence of the Lord is more important than the glory of the place. 

2. The coming of the Lord will bring greater glory and peace. 

practical application

1. Remember, God has unlimited resources. 

questions

1. What is the theme of the Book of Haggai? 

2. Why would Cyrus, a pagan king, issue a decree allowing the Jewish captives in Babylon to return to their homes in Jerusalem? 

3. Why was the pagan Cyrus called God’s shepherd? 

4. What is the lesson here for us? 

5. Why did God raise up Haggai to speak to His people? 



answers

1. “Rebuilding the Temple.” 

2. Cyrus wanted to appease all the gods, to win their favor. More importantly, God was using Cyrus to accomplish His 
sovereign and divine purposes. 

3. Not because he was a believer, but because God was using him to direct the Jews back to Israel where He wanted them. 

4. God can use even pagan kings to accomplish His purpose in our lives. 

5. When the people became discouraged and stopped rebuilding the temple, God raised up Haggai to preach a series of sermons 
to motivate the people to get their priorities right and to start the rebuilding again. 

discuss / consider

1. Review Haggai 2:3-5. Some of the Jews who were involved in rebuilding the temple had seen the glory of Solomon’s temple 
before it was destroyed. Because of the comparison some of them were discouraged. Haggai’s second sermon was given to 
encourage the people. The sermon could have been entitled, “The Presence of the Lord is More Important than the Glory 
of the Place.” In other words, stop talking about the “good old days” because something more important is at stake. Do 
comparisons discourage you in your service for the Lord? Look to the Lord and seek His guidance for your unique role and 
contribution to the kingdom. 

2. God said, “I will fi ll this temple with My glory.” These verses have Messianic signifi cance. Their ultimate fulfi llment will be at 
the second coming of Christ. The signs are in place. Are you anticipating the Lord’s coming with joy? 

challenge

1. God reminds us that all the silver and gold are His. His resources are unlimited. He could have made the temple even more 
beautiful than Solomon’s temple. Instead, He chose to teach the people the lesson that it was their heart, not the glory of the 
temple that counts most. What service has the Lord called you to do? Remember that God is in charge, and He will provide as 
you walk by faith and step out in faith. 

memorize

“ ‘Be strong,’ says the Lord, ‘and work; for I am with you.’ ” - Haggai 2:4 

“ ‘Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land, and I will shake all nations, and I will fi ll this 
temple with glory,’ says the Lord. ” - Haggai 2:7 

“ ‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ says the Lord. ” - Haggai 2:8 

“ ‘The glory of this latter temple shall be greather than the former. And in this place I will give peace.’ says the Lord. ” - Haggai 2:9 



lesson 4 

Haggai’s Third Sermon to the People of Judah: A Further Promise that God Will Bless Them Because 
They Have Straightened Out Their Priorites and They are Once Again Rebuilding the Temple 

Haggai 2:10-19 

background notes

1.

2.

3.

doctrinal / teaching points

1. There is a signifi cant difference between sanctifi cation and defi lement. 

2. There is a signifi cant difference between worship and religion. 

practical application

1. You don’t have to wait for blessing. 

questions

1. Refer to Jeremiah 25:4-11 and Jeremiah 29:10. What did the Lord predict through the prophet Jeremiah? 

2. How long was the period of captivity, and how can it be calculated? 

3. What was the rebuilt temple called? 

4. How long were the Jews back in Jerusalem before the temple was completed? 

5. Why did the people stop rebuilding for a while? 

6. What prompted the people to start rebuilding again? 

7. What was the purpose of Haggai’s series of four sermons? 



answers

1. Jeremiah fi rst predicted that the Jews would spend seventy years as captives in Babylon for their sins against the Lord. The 
second prediction was that the people would return to their homeland. 

2. It was a period of seventy years. It can be fi gured from the time that Daniel and others were taken to Babylon in 605 B.C. 

3. Zerubbabel’s Temple 

4. Twenty years 

5. Out of fear, discouragement, and reversed priorities. 

6. The motivating and prophetic ministries of Haggai and Zechariah. 

7. To stir up and challenge the people to begin rebuilding the temple. 

discuss / consider

1. There was no transfer of sanctifi cation (cleanness, holiness) according to the law. Defi lement (uncleanness), however, was 
transferred according to the law. For example, a healthy person doesn’t transfer his health to a diseased person, but a diseased 
can transfer his disease to a healthy person. The same is true in the moral area. Bad company corrupts good morals. 

2. Haggai drew the distinction between sanctifi cation and defi lement to point out to the Jews that even though they had been 
bringing sacrifi ces while the temple was in ruins, it was not true worship. Their hearts were not in it and they were just going 
through “religious” motions. Such activity was unacceptable to God. When there was a change of heart, when they got right 
with the Lord, there was true worship and obedience and their actions proved it. Are you involved in true worship or religious 
activity? 

challenge

1. The people of Haggai’s day had a change of heart and their priorities were set in order. The Lord rewarded them even before 
the rebuilding was completed. The same is true now– spiritual blessings are available to every Christian now. From this day 
forward, set your priorities in order and you will be blessed. 

memorize

“ This people and this nation– every work of their hands, and what they offer is unclean. ” - Haggai 2:14 

“ ‘I struck you in all labors of your hands; yet you did not turn to Me,’ says the Lord. ” - Haggai 2:17 

“ Consider now from this day forward...I will bless you. ” - Haggai 2:18-19 



lesson 5 

Haggai’s Fourth and Final Sermon, Given as an Encouragement to Zerubbabel
with a Promise of Great Events To Come in the Future 

Haggai 2:20-23 

background notes

1.

2.

3.

doctrinal / teaching points

1. There will be a great shake-up in the future. 

2. There will be a great Sovereign in the future. 

practical application

1. Are you ready for the future? 

questions

1. List the three post-exhilic prophets who wrote books in the Old Testament. 

2. Who did they prophesy to and when? 

3. What is the important event found in 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 and Ezra 1? 

4. When did Haggai give his four fi ery sermons? Why did he give them? 

5. What words introduce each sermon? 

6. Who in particular was the fourth and fi nal sermon addressed to? What was the intent of this message? 

7. When was the temple completed? 



answers

1. Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 

2. To the Jewish people after they had returned from the seventy year captivity in Babylon. 

3. The edict of Cyrus, King of Persia, that allowed the Jews in Babylon to return to their homeland. 

4. Haggai gave his sermon in 520 B.C., to stir up the people, to exhort them, and to encourage them to complete the rebuilding 
of the temple in Jerusalem. 

5. Each sermon was introduced by “The word of the Lord came to Haggai.” 

6. To Zerubbabel. It was meant to encourage Zerubbabel in his faithful and courageous service. See Haggai 2:20-21. 

7. ??? 

discuss / consider

1. Read Haggai 1:21-22, “I will shake heaven and earth...” Commentators believe that this time is associated with the Lord’s 
second coming. Read about the signs our Lord gave in the Olivet Discourse (Luke 21:24-27). For a more graphic description 
of these times, read Daniel 2:44, Revelation 16, and Zechariah 12:4. Out of this great shake-up will come our Lord’s glorious 
reign. This was encouraging to Zerubbabel. Is it encouraging to you that the Lord and His Kingdom will one day be supreme? 

2. “Zerubbabel will be made a signet ring.” (Haggai 2:23) In ancient days signet rings were used as a seal of authority. Zerubbabel 
was being promised a place of authority in the future. Most commentators see this as prefi guring Christ, the coming King. This 
promise encouraged Zerubbabel, it should also encourage us. 

challenge

1. It seems that current events are moving quickly toward end times. Are you ready for the future? Do you know Jesus Christ as 
your personal Savior? Are you, as a Christian, living your life with eternity in view? 

memorize

“ I will shake heaven and earth, I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms... ” - Haggai 2:21-22

“ ‘In that day,’ says the Lord, ‘I will take you, Zerubbable My servant, and will make you a signet ring; for I have chosen you.’ ” - 
Haggai 2:23 


